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City wants to know
value of name rights

Study looks at sports, entertainment venues

By Berirand M. Gofierroz
JOURMAL REPORTER

The two worlds of corporate
marketing and entertainment
can make for a lucrative part-
nership, RBC Centura Bank, for
example, pays 54 million a year
to hawve 18 name associated with
the RBC Center in Raleigh.

Winston-Salam officials dom't
expect {0 get a corporate spon-
soT to pay that much to be asso-
clated with the city's sports and
entertainment venues, but offi-
cials said they are trying to find
out how much could be collect-
&d by selling naming rights on

them. Sparts & Pro ies Inc.,
based lhca'-lpitajeigh,wgﬂnuired this
week to study just that, said Hill
Carrow, the chief executive,

But the process started earli-
er this year, when the Winstan-
Salemn City Council approved a
new logo &nd name — the Win-
gton-Salem Entertainment and
Sports Complex — that puts all
the city-owned venues under
ane Ila, said Bucky Dame,
the director of Joel Coliseum,

“When the logo and brand-
ing took place, one of the things
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we were thinking of was to pasi-
fion ourselves to have the addi-
tional naming in the logo,”
Dame said.

The sports and entertain-
ment complex Includes foel Col-
iseam (15,000 seats): Coliseum
Annex (4,500 seais); Broie Shore
Field (6,200 seais): the Dixie
Classic Fairgrounds; and Bow-
man Gray Stadium (17,000
seats).

f-embined, these venues at-

tract about 1 million people a
year.

Carrow, whose comp Ep-
resenis RBC Centura, said that
the question that Sports & Prop-
Brties mist answer now is whe-
ther to take the entertainment
and sports complex as a whole
or as individual venues to at-
tract the highest potential for
naming-rights sponsorship.

Companies interested in
buying naming rights tend to
come from the local market,
Carrow said, though there also
are oui-of-state companies try-
ing'to make a pame here, as

First Horizon did with Greens-
Boro’s baseball park.

The Winston-Salem sports
and entertainment complex is &
destination, Carrow sald,

“That's probably as lmpor-
tant as anything, and the clus-
tering of facilities. Having Wake
Forest University as an anchor
enant,” he said.

He plans to submit the sdy
to city officials in two months,
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